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An Earneſt and Affectionate 


ADDREss fo the People called | 
METHOPDIS TS. 


My dear Brethren, and 
Fellotu-Cbriſtians, 


HE following Addreſs has no 
other motives but a real regard 
to the honour of our moſt holy 
religion, and a delire to promote the 
peace and welfare of fociety, your own 
private intereſts and comfort, and the 
happineſs of your precious and immortal 
ſouls. It comes from a perſon who has 


been long grie ved to ſee ſo much honeſty 


and well meaning, as I yet believe and 
hope to be among you, ſo greatly im- 
poſed upon; to find you ignorantly going 
on 1n ſerving the deſigns of Enthuſiaſm, 
and in giving credit to the moſt extrava- 
gant and groundleſs Pretences. . 

Many things have been written in the 
controverſial way againſt theſe. But it 
is to be feared, you have been diſcourag- 
ed and hindered from reading them : 
and ſome points thus debated, may be 
thought in general above your capacities. 

1 There 
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There ſeems therefore ſtill to be wanting 
a ſhort and plain application to your- 
ſclves. Such a one I am now ſet down 
to write to you. And I earneſtly beſcech 
Almighty God to enable me to write to 
your hearts and conſciences ; that theſe 
papers may have the good effect deſired 
and intended, that they may give you a 
Juſt fight and ſenſe of the diſorders and * | ” 
errors you have been led into, and re- 
cover you to the practice of your duty, 
agreeably to the circumſtances divine 
Providence has placed you in. 

And ſurely, my Brethren, a letter | 

wrote on ſo very important a ſubject, 
and to ſo happy an end, will be read , 
and conſidered by you with all ſeriouſ- | 

neſs and attention. Surely, you will 
not fruſtrate theſe endeavours for your | 
advantage and happineſs, by any per- | 
verſeneſs in refuſing to peruſe theſe | 
ſheets: or in doing this in a curſory and 
negligent manner; which muſt come to | 
the ſame, and can have no better effect. 
The leaſt you can do, is to liſten and at- 
tend to ſuch conſiderations and advices, 
propoſed and offered out of a principle 
of the trueſt, of chriſtian friendſhip. If | 
you will not do this, you muſt not ex- / 

pect to be thought ſerious and impartial 
| 3 men. | 
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men. But if you will do it, I ſhall hope 


to ſee ſome ſtop put to the progreſs ot 
error and deluſion. I do not ſay this 
out of any high opinion of my own abi- 
lities, but truſting in the goodneſs of 
our cauſe, and in the fincerity of my 
intentions; having no intereſt to ſerve, 
nor any vanity to indulge : and above 
all, in the aſſiſtance and bleſſing of 
Almighty God, who can make the weak- 
eſt inſtruments ſubſervient to his praiſe 
and glory. 

My aim is, to draw you from the 
principles and practices of the Met hodiſts, 
and from your attendance on ſuch teach- 
ers, as I am perſuaded have hitherto 
miſled you. Not that we deſire that 
you ſhould be leſs ſtrict and punctual in 
your duty; leſs pious, leis humble, or 
leſs charitable. Believe me, it is very 
great injuſtice to inſinuate, that any ne- 
ceſſary doctrines or duties of chriſtianity 
are neglected to be inculcated and taught 
in our Churches. You have been greatly 
deceived, if you have been told that we 
reſt in the outward form and fhell of 
religion, and are ſtrangers to the real 
power of godlineſs, or neglect to inſiſt 
upon it as it deſerves. We have been 
much milreprelented, if it has been re- 
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ported of us (as we have great reaſon to 
fear it bus) that the love of God and our 
. neighbour are not ſufficiently preſſed by 
us, or that we place religion in any thing 
'elſe. - The aſliſtances of the bleſled Spi- 
rit to ſtrengthen our weakneſs, and the 
fatisfaction of our dear Redeemer to re- 
concile us to his heavenly: Father, are 
both maintained and taught among us, 
All merit and glorying in ourſclvcs is 
excluded. So that you need not fear 
hearing in our churches all things per tain- 
ing to life and godlineſs: You need not go 
elſewhere for neceſſary inſtruction, and 
exhortations to a life of piety and virtue. 
In what then lies the difference be- 
tween us? What can be the reaſon of 
thoſe many reproaches which we have 
heard and read, and by which we appre- 
hend you have been ſtaggered and miſled? 
I ſhall endeavour, my brethren, in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs and holy fear, to cau- 
tion you againſt the chief of theſe : and 
make manifeſt to you the weakneſs of 
the pretences of your teachers. 


Of Regeneration. 


ONE of the firſt things they gave out 
was, That the doctrines of the goſ- 


pel 
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pe] were not ſufficiently'taught. They 
inſiſted particularly, that the neceſſary 
ſubject of Regeneration had been neglect- 
ed: Accordingly, they for ſome time 
preſſed this in almoſt all their diſcourſes, 
You yourſelves ſhall be judges, how juſt - 
and true this charge is. Regeneration has 
been by ſome divines thought twofold, 
Baptiſinal and Spiritual. The former is 
the inward part of the facrament of Bap- 
tiſm, the thing ſignified thereby, i. e. the 
change of ſtate, the readmittance to the 
favour of God, and the privileges of 
the goſpel. And this appears to be the 
ſcriptural ſenſe of the word, which an- 
tiquity and our church entirely receive. 
The other is, the converſion of the heart 
from its natural or acquired corruption 
to the love and fear of Almighty God, 
and a ſincere defire and endeavour to 
conform in all things to his wiſe and 
holy commandments. 
It cannot be wondred at, that the clergy 
of our church omitted to preach up the 
neceſſity of the Brptiſmal Regeneration. 
The impropriety of this is plain at firſt 
fight, Our Congregations mult be ſup- 
poſed to conſiſt of baptiſed perſons : and 


it would be as abſurd to exhort theſe to 
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tiſed again. This Regeneration has been 
already received, and cannot be repeated. 
But did they ſufficiently inſiſt on the 
need of the — the Spiritual Regenera- 
tion? Perhaps they did not all make ule 
of this very word; and that becauſe they 
might, and very rightly, think it here im- 
Properly applied. But was the thing it- 


ſelf, the ſubſtance of the doctrine, neg- * 


lected? Did we forget to lay open the 
folly and danger of ſinful courſes, 
rouſe and awaken the conſcience, and ear- 
neſtly to exhort men to repentance and a 
new life? Were the threatnings and pro- 
miſes of the goſpel negligently taught ? 
And is not this the plaineſt, and moſt _ 
practical and edifying way of ſpeaking 
upon theſe points? If your teachers 
mean any more by this Regeneration, than 
an actual converſion from bad courfesto 
a good one, it may be hard to underſtand 
them. We therefore may appeal to your- 
ſelves, my brethren, whether in this re- 
ſpect you found any want of ſound doc- 
trine in our churches ? And therefore, 
whether on this account you had any rea- 
fon, either in whole or in part, to leave 
us, and to be ſo fond of other Inſtructors? 2 
Do not imagine, that we are-at all in- 
Clined to diſpute about words. Theſe in- 
, | deed 
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deed ought always to be uſed in their 
proper, known, obvious ſenſe, or elſe 


they will unavoidably occaſion perplexi- 


ties. And with regard to Regeneration, 
we are ſure, that in n Scripture,” the writ- 
ings of antiquity, and the offices, Sc. of 
our church, it is ſeldom or never uſed 
to denote any thing but the change in 
Baptiſm. And though wicked men render 
themſelves unworthy of the relation of 
ſons of God, and forteit the bleſſed privi- 
leges and advantages of this title ; yet 
after Baptiſm they are no where called 
Upon to be born anew, or to be regene- 
raled again. We are ſure, you can find 
no inſtances of this in the authorities I 
have now referred to: And therefore 
why ſhould we not keep cloſe to the 
ancient and ſcriptural way of ſpeaking ? 
However,. if your teachers will apply 
the word Regeneration to ſignify the 
converſion and amendment of a ſinner 
after Baptiſm, they muſt not, they can- 
not juſtly, accuſe our clergy of diſbe- 
lieving, or neglecting to maintain, the 
abſolute neceſſity of this; which you 
muſt know they are perpetually incul- 

cating upon their hearers. 
It may be proper juſt to add on this 
head, that though in conformity to ſome 
4.5. -. ons 
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good writers, and to explain myſelf more 
clearly, I have uſed the diſtinction of Re- 


generation Bapliſmal and Spiritual; yet 


we mult not ſo underſtand it, as if the 
Baptiſmal Regeneration was not alſo Spiri- 
tual, I fear you have been taught to 
believe, that when we maintain this, we 
go no farther than the outward work of 
baptiſing with water. Herein you are 
deceived; for we allow and plead, that 
the privileges, powers, and aids conveyed 
by the means of this, proceed from the 
Holy Spirit; and our church makes them 
the inward part of this holy Sacrament. 


Of Fuſtification by Faith alone. 


HIS is, my brethren, another doc- 
trine, with regard to which the diſ- 
courſes of our preſent miniſters have been 
repreſented as defective; nay, which they 
have been accuſed of diſallowing, and 
preaching againſt. You mult not haſtily 
give credit to ſuch charges. Weigh them 
carefully; and I truſt you will ſee no 
reaſon to be influenced by them. 

Ihe doctrine of 7uftification by Faith, 
is juſtly eſteemed to be one of the hardeſt 
parts of St Paul's Epiſtles. It is thought 
by the moſt learned men, to have been 
very early perverted by ſome of the firſt 
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heretics, to the purpoſes of incontinence 
and libertiniſm. Totheſe St Peter moſt pro- 
bably alluded, charging them with wreſt- 
ing, through their ignorance and unſtea- 
dineſs, theſe, as well as other ſcriptures, to 
their own deſtruction. And it was to cor- 
rect theſe errors, and to put a ſtop to theſe 
miſinterpretations of St Paul, that St Fames 
wrote his general Epiſtle, in which he de- 
termines as clearly as poſſible, that a man 

is juſtified by works and not by faith only. 
This therefore being ſo difficult a 
point, ſuppoſing our clergy had been 
ſparing in teaching it, the queſtion (till 
would be, whether it be ſo proper food 
for weak chriſtians: and whether their 
time and pains were not much more uſe- 
FIT employed in conſidering the plainer 
parts of ſcripture, and in preſſing the ne- 
ceſſity of thoſe articles and duties, which 
are more fully revealed, and more eaſily 
underſtood, .We want, I am ſure, no 
other confirmation of what I have been 
faying, than the many different, nay in- 
| conſiſtent accounts, which even thinking 
| learned men have given of theſe matters. 
- Theſe have been much perplexed hereby : 
And can you think then that ſuch points 


© RAT - - 


[ 


are to be apprehended by the common 


people? For my own part, I aſſure you, 
ee chat 


| 
| 
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that when I have read what your principal 

teachers have wrote on theſe ſubjects, I 

have been generally puzzled and con- 

fuſed : and after as cloſe attention as I 

was capable of giving, I have been at 

a loſs to underſtand their meaning, or to 

reconcile together the ſeveral points they 

advance. And this has always led me to 

conſider, with great concern and pity, 

the dreadful perplexities and difficulties 

which ſuch teaching muſt occaſion among 

the generality of chriſtians, who cannot 

be ſuppoſed to have entered ſo deeply 

Into theſe inquiries, or indeed to be ca- 

pable of doing ſo. Our clergy therefore ? 

are certainly not to blame for not being 

more frequent in teaching Fuſt:fication 

by faith, without works, thin they have” 

been. And J earneſtly call upon you, 

my brethren, as you value the peace and 

ſatisfaCtion of your own minds, to ſtudy 

the plainer and more uſeful parts of 

ſcripture, ſuch as point out your duty 

both to God and man, and lead not to 
doubt ſul diſputations. Be not like thoſe 

ignorant people, who admire things, be- 

cauſe they do not underſtand them; but 

learn a juſt regard and value for thoſe 

teachers, who chooſe to frame their F 

inſtructions and advices ſuitably to your 

. capacities, 
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capacities, neceſſities, and Circumſtances 
in lite. | 
Beſides, the doctrines concerning Juſ- 
tification, as they have been managed of 
late, have not only been liable to perplex 
the well-diſpoſed, but to be perverted by 
wicked and profane men. You cannot 
but be ſenſible, what enemies theſe are to 
Food works; how eagerly they catch at 
any pretences to excuſe their iniquities, 
and ſilence their conſciences. And pray 
conſider, whether the telling them, that 
they may, nay muſt be juſtiſied without 
and before all good works, be notthe likely 
way to have this bad effect. May they 
not alſo be led to imagine their fouls in a 
ſafe condition without them? Suppoſing 
this concluſion wrong, which yet I can- 
not ſee, yet we can ſcarce hope that it 
will not be made. And how dangerous 
then muſt ſuch doctrines be, how ſub- 
verſive of true morality and virtue; 
even allowing, (which is more than [ 
can grant) that many nice explications 
and diſtinctions would ſhew them to be 
ſafe and innocent? A point which fo 
much wants theſe, is not fitted for a 
carnal and wicked world. 
From hence therefore, my brethren, 
you may ſee which teachers have been 
moſt 
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'moſt judicious and commendable, and 
worthy to be heard and followed ; which 
have beſt conſulted the peace of mens 
minds, and the credit and practice of 
goodneſs; Tours, who have lately brought 
theſe conteſted, theſe intricate, theſe dan- 
gefous points into the pulpit, or cur regu- 
lar clergy, who have contented themſelves 
with inſtructing their flock in chriſtian 
duties, and laying down the terms of Tal- 


vation ina more plain, ſatisfaftory, and 
_ _ edifying manner. This compariſon we 


may ſubmit to any one, - and appeal even 
to yourſelves to decide it. For after all, 
Our clergy neither deny Juſtiſication by 
Faith, in the true and juſt ſenſe, nor have 
been wanting in inculcating it. They have 
been indeed very frequently charged with 
departing from the doctrines of the Refor- 
mation, and with contradicting the Ar- 
.ticles of our church, on this head. But 
there 1s not the leaſt foundation for ſuch 
a charge. If it does not proceed from 
groſs ignorance, we can impute it to no- 
thing but perverſeneſs and malice. Let 
me beg you to attend to the following 
conſiderations; and I can make ho doubr 
but you will be convinced of this. 
At the time of the Reformation, (as is 
natural to ſuppoſe) the principal errors 
Which 
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which thechurch pointed at, and guarded 
againſt, were thoſe of Popery, which 
had ſo long prevailed. Among theſe, 
ſeveral ſuperſtitious and uncommanded 
works had been inſiſted upon; as pilgri- 
mages, maſſes, trentals, Sc. Theſe were 
then ſtiled good works. An undue ſtreſs 
had alſo been placed even on ſuch good 
works as God had really injoined. Beſides, 
all theſe were thought meritorious. Theſe 
falſe notions the Reformers had great rea- 
ſon to condemn. They juſtly conſidered 
them as leſſening the honour of our Re- 
deemer, and taking off mens truſt and 
confidence in the all-ſufficient merits of 


his life and death, to place it on any of 


their own imperfect and defective ſer- 
vices. They knew that theſe, however 
neceſſary to qualify us for God's favour, 
and to render us acceptable unto him, yet 
could no way deferve mercy or reward ; 
could make no atonement for ſin, nor 
even endure the ſeverity of God's judg- 
ment ; but that after we have done all we 
can, we muſt (having all ſinned, and be- 
ing ſtill frail and imperfect) reſt onChriſt's 
merits alone, and ſtedfaſtly believe in him 
for our pardon, acceptance, and right to 
our reward. This is what the church 
means by declaring that we are Juſtified by 
2 
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faith only, and the whole that ſhe means 
by it; as you may be ſatisfied if you will 
carefully read the Article itſelf, and the 
Homilies of Salvation, which this refers 
to, and in which ſhe as expreſly as poſſi- 
ble declares this to be her ſenſe. You will 
find, that good works are no way excluded 
from Fuſtification, but as being meritori- 
ous or deſerving. The neceſlity of them 
in every one, who is juſtified or received 
to God's favour, is all along ſuppoſed 
and inſiſted on; notwithſtanding they 
cannot of themſelves give us any claim 
to mercy; though all the hopes which 
we have of this muſt be by covenant and 
romiſe: and though we mult believe and 
rely only on the goodneſs of God, and on 
the merits of our Lord and Saviour Chriſt 
Jeſus, as the great and ſure foundation 
of all the benefits we do or can enjoy. 
And now, my dear brethren, you may 
of yourſelves judge how much we have 
been injured. For do our clergy deny any 
of theſe points? Are they wanting in 
teaching this true ſenſe of the Article? 
Have you heard amongſt us any of the ar- 
rogant claimsof Popery,againſt which our 
church proteſts? Have you been led by 
our ſermons to doubt of the efficacy of our 
Redeemer” 8 ſatisfaction; z or to truſt inany 
thing 
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thing but his perſect obedience, his holy 
life, his precious croſs and paſſion ? Theſe 
are the doctrines of ſalvation, and we 
know, that in general we cannot be juſtly 
accuſed of negligence in inculcating them | 
upon the hearts and minds of our hearers. 
And by inculcating them, we teach all 
that our church underſtands by being 
juſtified by faith only: and we apprehend, 
we do this in a manner leaſtliable to be per- 
verted, and moſt eaſy to be underſtood. | 
But we own, that good works are con- 
ditions of our Juſtiſication. And this has 
given great otfence, and you have been 
taught to believe, that this is the ſame 
, with ſaying, that they are meritorious ; 
and that it is contrary to the doctrine of 
our church. But in both theſe points 
you are deceived. 'The word condition 
implies no merit, ſuppoſes no more than 
the neceſſity of good works; no more 
than that we cannot be pardoned and 
accepted without performing them : or 
. at leaſt without being ſincerely reſolved 
and deſirous to perform them, as we have 

power and opportunity. 
Suppoſe the caſe of a King and ſome 
rebellious ſubjects; theſe have loft all 
title to his favour and protection, have 
forfeited their lives to the law, and can- 
| not 
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not claim or demand their pardon. But 
he, out of his own grace and goodnefs, 
and in regard to the interceſſion of his 
only and well- beloved Son, . condeſcends 
to promiſe his mercy, and even his re- 
wards, to all thoſe who will return to 
their duty and obedience : and who will, 
in regard to ſome weakneſſes and imper- 
fections, and failures, to which they will 
ever be ſubject, implore the continuance 
of that interceſſion, and humbly rely upon 
it. Is it not here plain, that their 
returning to their duty is the neceſſary 
as well as moſt fit and proper condition 
of their pardon; and yet will any one 
ſay, that there is any merit in this, or 
that it, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking. 
obliged or even induced the King to 
grant it, or the promiſe of it? Can it 
be pretended, that the making this con- 
dition was to put their future duty any 
way on a level with his own good-will 
towards them, and a mediation ſo worthy 
of regard as that of his ſon? Apply this, 
and you muſt be convinced, that the 
word condition, when uſed on the preſent 
ſubject, has nothing ſo hurtful in it as 
you have been made to believe. | 
Nor is it at all contrary to the doctrine 
of our church. The Article concerning 
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ut Juſtification excludes good works only as 
ſs, putting away our ſins, or as deſerving of | 
is pardon and reward; conſequently not as | 
ds conditions. That intitled, Of Yorks be- 
e- fore Juſtification, declares, © That works | 
to before grace have the nature of fin; in 
1, not being done as God hath willed and 
"= «© commanded them to be done: Now 
Il |” this is very true, but nothing to the pre- 
de ſent argument. Another Article Jays, 
ir This ſeems moſt for your purpoſe, ſo 
y that if they are not previous to it, they 
n cannot be conditions of it, But this con- 
e ſequence is not ſtrictly juſt. For there | 


may be conditions ſubſequent to the firſt 
vouchſafing any grace or favour, arid 
yet requiſite to the continuing or pre- 
ſerving it. Neither can you conclude 
from hence, that no good works ate prior 


n that good works follow J uſtification.““ 
| 


y to our 7uſtification. J here are two ways 

1 of explaining this clauſe, 

y 1. That the good works here men- 

, tioned, are external good works only, 

e ſuch as alms, Sc. which a good man be- 

t fore his Juſtification may have no oppor- 

8 tunity to diſcharge. And you may pleaſe 
to obſerve, that the 4 itſelf coun- 

e eenances this interpretation; ſpeaking of 

> fſuch works, by which a lively faith 1 be 


9 as 
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as evidently known, as a tree is by its fruits. 


Theſe muſt be outward ones, ſuch as can 


appear to men. — All this may be ac- 


knowledged, without any prejudice to 
the ſuppoſition, that the inward good 
works, ſuch as repentance, patience, 
hope, love, and many others, are pre- 
vious conditions of our Juſtification. 

2. This Article may be underſtood in 
another ſenſe. As God ſees the heart of 
man, whenever he finds a change wrought 
therein, and the ſinner ſincerely reſolved, 
by the grace of his Holy Spirit, to leave 
his evil courſes, and to lead a new life of 
piety and virtue, . he may be plealed to 
juſtify, 1. e. to pardon, and accept him to 
his favour; tho' as yet the man cannot 
be ſuppoſed to have fulfilled any of his re- 
ſolutions, nor even to be certain of his 
own ſincerity. And ſuch a one's condition 
muſt be owned to be ſafe, ſhould he be 
taken out of the world before he has op- 
portunity to fulfil them. Inaſmuch as good 
works would have ſprung out of ſuch a true 
and lively faith ; ſuch works as are molt 
pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt; 
and the very ſame which God had always 
ordained that men ſhould walk in. Such 
appears to have been the caſe of the thief 
upon the croſs ; and of all new converts 
ro 
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to Chriſtianity, who may die ſuddenly 
after baptiſm. Nay, this is all we can 
ſay in favour of a death-bed repentance. 

But neither will this be any objection 
againſt the point I have been endeavour- 
ing to inſtruct you in, Many good diſ- 
poſitions, which muſt be thought good 
works, are alſo here ſuppoſed to be pre- 


* viouſly neceſſary. Conſider ſeriouſly and 


truly, what is implied in this change of 
heart. Is not the love and fear of God, 
a perfect contrition and repentance, 
prayers for pardon, and reſolutions of 
living better; And if no more is then 
required to Fuſtification, the reaſon is, be- 


. cauſe no more could in ſuch circumſtances 


be performed. For other duties, were 
it poſſible then to practice them, would 
have been equally conditions. 

There are ſome other ways of explain- 
ing this Article, which learned men have 
given. Some have underſtood by Fuſtifi- 
cation here, grace in general: and in this 


ſenſe there is no difficulty, all being ready 


to own, that all good works muſt follow 
grace. Another ſenſe is, that as Zuſtifi- 
calion certainly commences ordinarily in 
baptiſm, which in our church is moſt uſu- 
ally adminiſtred to infants ; conſequently 
all good works muſt be ſubſequent to it: 

| or 
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or in the caſe of adults, that all god 
works, which are properly Chriſtian 
works, mult be after baptiſm, i. e. after 
the ſtate of Juſtification is begun. 

Every one of theſe opinions is more 
likely to be the true one, than that 
which excludes all goed works from being 
conditions of our Juſtification ; which 


overturns their neceſſity at once; and is 


directly contrary to numberleſs clear paſ- 
ſages of our Liturgy, Articles, and Ho- 
milies; wherein this neceſſity is ſuppoſed 
and inſiſted upon. I would not deter- 
mine which of the ſenſes is the moſt juſt 
and proper; but I would obſerve to you 


from the very variety of them, that there 


is an acknowledged difficulty in the 
clauſe. And I leave you to think with 
yourſelves, whether, the doctrine and 
meaning of our church be more eaſily 
known from the interpretation which 
your teachers have given of this one 
clauſe, (which is alſo capable of ſo many 
other interpretations) rather than from 
many clear paſiages, or from the whole 
tenor and deſign of her offices, Ought 
not theſe to be our rule, by which we 
ſhould explain one obſcure ſentence ? 
My good brethren, I truſty I have now 


how ſuffrciently, how much you have 


been 
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been abuſed by hard words and vain 
pretences. And truly it would be very 
eaſy to ſhew, that our Refor mers in their 
other writings acknowledged the neceſ- 
ſity of good works, in the ſame ſenſe in 
which we contend for them. And they 
who ſet them aſide as conditions, are real. 
ly not the followers of our eminent di- 
vines, but rather of Owen, Facomb, Sbep- | 
herd, Bunyan, and others of that ſtamp | 
and character. But a multitude of ci- 
rations would not be conſiſtent with my 
intended brevity, and therefore I paſs 
to another point. 


Of the Operations of the Holy Spirit. 


: WITH regard to this particular alſo | 

you have been yery groſsly and 

| may be fatally deluded. If you have 
been made to believe, that the neceſſity | 

of the aſſiſtance and concurrence of this | 
bleſſed Perſon is not taught in our church- | 
, es, both you and we have been very ill 
N 
e 


| 
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uſed. But we own, we cannot go the 
* 4 * 
lengths which your teachers have here 


run into. And if you will coolly and | 
= imparti igh the followi | 
” impartially weigh the following conſi- | 

derations, I think, we may ſubmit it to | 
5 yourſelves, whether you have any reaſon 
0 blame our conduct, or to leave our 


n bhurches on this account. You 
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You cannot but be acquainted with 


the diftinction between the extraordinary, 
the more common and ordinary aids of 
the Holy Gt. The firſt comprehended 
immediate inſpirations, by which Gop 
reveals {ome particular truths or articles 
notknown betore : and miraculous pow- 
ers, by which he enables the perſons, 


whom he honours with {uch revelations, * 


to declare them to the world, and to 
prove that he has ſent them to declare 
them. —'T he others contain the renewal 
of our liberty, the graces of ſanctifica- 
tion and adoption conferred in baptiſm, 
as well as good motions, comforts, and 


aſſiſtances vouchſafed afterwards. Theſe - 


two kinds are very diſtinct, and ought 
never to be confounded, They are leve- 
rally granted, in proportion to the neceſ- 
fities of the world. Before Chriſtianity 
was ſufficiently planted and eſtabliſhed, 
and while it had all ſorts of diſcourage- 
ments, prejudices, and perſecutions to 


ſtruggle with, the extraordinary gifts 


were wanted, and accordingly vouchſaf- 


ed. But when our religion had been ſuf- 


ficiently proved, and had gained a ſettle- 
ment in the world, theſe were no longer 
neceſſary ; and accordingly ceaſed. The 


others, the ordinary gifts, being always 
| nueceſſary 
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neceilary in every age of the church, and 
to every particular chriſtian, Gop has 
promiled to continue them to the ead. — 
It is plain then, that whatever claims or 
pretences may be made to extraordinary 
revelations, we are to give no ſort of 
credit to them, unleſs they are proved 
by miracles. It would be great weak- 
nels, as well as great preſumption, to do ſo. 
Even when God vouchſafed theſe gifts to 
his Apoſtles, He did not require that 
they ſhould be believed on their bare 


words, but furniſhed them with miracles 


to juſtify their commiſſion, And much 
more therefore ſhail we now demand the 
ſame reaſonable ſatisfa&tion of the truth 
of ſuch pretences, whenever made; as 
we have much lets cauſe to expect or be- 
lieve, that ſuch extraordinary favours 
will be now vouchſafed. Aſſertions in 
this caſe, how confident, how repeated 
ſoever, ſignify juſt nothing. 

Here therefore, are two things for you 
to conſider, 1, Whether your teachers 
have not ſpoke and acted as if they pre- 
tended to theſ2 extraordinary gifts. 2. 
Whether they have given you any ſort of 
proof, that they have actually received 
ſuch. No one who has read their Four- 


als, can doubt of the former fact. You 


B can- 
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cannot but be convinced, that they have 
very frequently laid claim to extraordina- 
y communications, directions, calls, Sc. 
And there is reaſon to fear, that many ig- 
norant well- meaning people have been 
thus ſeduced. They have talked in the 
ſtilè of apoſtles, and as if they had been 
Immediately commiſiioned to preach 
throughout the whole world; or rather, 
to revive and recover the knowledge and 
practice of true chriſtianity, which had 

been in a manner loſt and extinguiſhed. 
All this, if they cannot evince ſuch com- 
miſſion by miracles, is downright enthuſi- 
aſm. And yet, far from doing ſo, when 
they have been called upon for this proof, 
or preſt in diſpute to explain themſelves, 
they have then pretended only to a com- 
mon ordinary commiſſion and afliſtances. 
And is not this plainly contradicting 
and condemning themſelves 2 Will theſe, 
powers and gifts juſtify the language they 
have frequent] y uſed ? No, my brethren, 
in no wile. Theſe powers and gifts your 
pariſh miniſters have received, as well as 
they. But they dare not talk i in ſuch 
language, leſt they ſhould deceive you 
into an Opinion, that they have been more 
particularly and eminently favoured from 
heaven, We beg you to conſider, that 
' religion 
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religion is a ſober, reaſonable ſervice, a 
work of the underſtanding and judg- 
ment, as well as of the heart and affec- 
tions; and that you are not to-follow any 
one on account of his confident boaſting 
or pretences, but may and ought to 275 
the ſpirits, examining into his pretenſi- 
ons, and if he cannot produce his proofe 
of theſe, to turn from him as an entbuf? aft 
and decetver. 

And as to the common ordinary opera- 
tions of the Spirit, you have here like- 
wiſe been much deluded. You have been 
taught, that the grace of Juſtification is 
conferred on believers in a ſudden, in- 
{tantaneous, irreſiſtible manner; and that 
we muſt judge of this, as well as of our 
Regeneration, by ſenſible impulſes, im- 
preſſions, ardors, extaſies, which we feet. 
within us, Theſe, we are convinced, 
may proceed from very different cauſes, 
and are therefore not to be depended 
upon. Scripture does not any where 
promiſe them, or lay any ſtreſs upon 
them. Bad men may know them, good 
men may want them. They are there- 
fore no ſigns or marks of the Spirit. The 
ſure way of knowing that we have re- 
ceived this, is of a very different nature. 
If you are ſincerely deſirous of learning 
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and doing God's will; if you truly love, 
and fear, and obey him; you may be 
fully aſſured, that you are in a ſtate of 
grace and favour, that your ſins are par- 
doned, and that you will be finally juſti- 
fied and everlaſtingly rewarded by him, 
ory ſuppoſition that you continue to your 
lives end in doing ſo. Theſe are the true 
feelings, the experience of the genuine 
fruits of the Spirit, enumerated by St 
Paul; which may be entirely relied upon 
as certain proofs, that we have received 
the Spirit. No others can be either de- 
fended or explained; though there never 


was any enthuſiaſt who did not pretend 
to the other ſenſations. _.[ might here 


ſhew, that even your own writers, when 
they have treated theſe points more cool- 
ly and conſiderately, or been vindicat- 
ing themſelves, have contended only for 


the feeling, i. e. the conſciouſneſs of our 


virtues; have allowed the precariouſneſs 
of all other impulſes; or at leaſt have 
pleaded tor the divine original of theſe, 
merely from their leading to piety and 


goodnels. . 


Do not therefore ſuffer yourſelves to 


be any longer deceived in theſe matters. 


You may be perſuaded, that you were 
regenerated and bern anew in your bap- 
tilm z 
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tiſm; you may know that you are juſti- 
fied, or admitted to mercy and favour, 

nd intitled to everlaſting happineſs ; 
not only by having been baptiſed, bur 
by living in an honeſt diſcharge of your 
duty, and in an humble and ſincere per- 
formance of the terms and conditions of 
the chriſtian covenant; and from hence 
alſo you may know that God has given 
you his Spirit, without which you could 
do none of theſe things. If this be 
your caſe, you may be comforted, have 
peace in your mind, and Voice in hope 
of the glory of God, whom you thus love. 
But if you be otherwiſe minded, let no 
ſenſible feelings or extaſies flatter you in- 
to a falſe ſecurity z or tempt you ever to 
imagine, that you have received the Spi- 
rit, that you are juſtified, or that you 
love God. Remember, that it is the 
keeping his commandments, which the 
ſcripture has made the expreſs and infal- 
lible mark of our doing fo. 

Another error, which you muſt guard 
againſt, is the ſuppoſing the helps of the 
Spirit to be zrre/i#1b/2, that our wills 
are violently .over-ruled by his grace, 


and therefore that we have nothing to 


do, but to wait for this, W hatever opi- 


nions are inconſiſtent with the ſuppoſi- 
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tion of our liberty, cannot but be ſub- 
verſive of all piety and religion. For 
if we are not free, neither are we ac- 
countable as moral agents; neither can 
we be ſubject to any law; nor are, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, ſubjects of rewards and 
pufiſhments. Free- will therefore is as 
neceſſary to be maintained as divine 
grace. And indeed, they are both very 
conſiſtent and reconcileable. And there- 
fore, St Paul makes the divine concur- 
rence an argument for our own diligence. 
He exhorts and enjoins us to work out 
our ſalvation with fear and trembling ; for 
this very reaſon, becaule i is G that 


worketh in us both to will and to do, If 


you alk ; how are thele things to be ex- 
plained and accounted for? 1 anſwer, 


you have no occaſion to be any way trou- 


bled, though you cannot explain the 
manner, how God works in and with us, 
how he renews our liberty, or ſtrength- 
ens us by bis Spirit in the inner man. You 
have his own word for it that he does 
both. Your duty therefore is plain, 
both with regard to faith and practice. 
You are to believe, that you are free, 


and yet that this freedom proceeds from 
divine grace; which alſo is farther vouch- 
ſafed to you in proportion to your ne- 


ceſſities, 
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ceſſities, infirmities, and improvements. 
And you are to endeavour as ſtrenuouſly 
as if you depended wholly upon your- 
ſelves ; and yet to diſtruſt yourſelves, to 
call always upon God for his aid and 
bleſſing by fervent prayer, and to aſcribe 
all the good you do to him; as being 
conſcious that of yourſelves (withour 
his eſpecial grace) you can do nathing, 
and that your /r/f:ciency is of God. 

But perhaps it will be ſaid, that this 
is pleading for /e/f-rigbteouſneſs. This is 
a word of Jate much uſed among you. 
Thoſe who oppoſe your teachers in their 
extravagancies, have been reproached 
with the title of /elf-righteous. But let 
me beſeech you, my Feliow-chriſtians, 
not to be led away by mere words, This, 
in particular, is one of doubttul me 
ing. It may be underſtood of thoſe who 
preſumptuouſly depend upon their own 
works, without acknowledging the ne- 
cellity of faith in Chriſt's propitiation, or 
of the grace of God. And in this ſenſe 


it is indeed a very bad thing to be /elf- 


righteous. But we are no way chargeable 
with 1t, who allow and rely upon both. 

It may be alſo underſtood of thoſe who 
allow their good works to be meritorious. 
But neither are we affected hereby, who 
B 4 renounce 
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renounce all merit, who own the imper- 
fection of our beſt ſervices, and lament 
our failures and fins. How far they are 
in this reſpect ſelf-rigbteous, who plead 
tor finleſs perfection, it becomes them to 
conſider. Why then is this title fo often 
thrown atus? Is it becauſe we plead for 
the neceſſity of our honeſt and ſincere 
endeavours? But the glory of all we a- 
{cribe to God's Spirit. We have no ſuf- 
ficiency, no righteouſneſs, as of cur ſelves. 
But we mult be righteous in ourſelves ; or 
elſe we ſhall all periſh. In this ſenſe, the 
word ſ-f-righteous implies nothing bad: 
and thus only can you charge us with 
being ſo. And would to God, that 
you, and we, and every one, were thus 
truly and unfeignedly /e/f-righteous ; i. e. 
that we would all ſtudy, through the 
bleſſed aſſiſtance of God's grace, to be 
humble and penitent, pious and devour, 
ſober, juſt, and charitable. Then only 
may we be aſſured of an intereſt in 
Chriſt's righteouſfneſs; that we ſhall re- 
ceive the benefits He has procured for 
us; that we ſhall, for the ſake of his 
merits, be -graciouſly accepted by our 


 Tighteous Lord, who loveth this righteouſ- 


neſs ; and be finally and gloriouſly re- 
warded by him. 


And 
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And thus, my Brethren, have J ſet 
forth in the plaineſt manner, my ſenti- 
ments on theſe important points. And 
I think I may appeal to yourſelves, whe- 
ther they are not conſiſtent with truth 
and godlineſs z and whether you have not 
been miſled concerning them. Be there- 
fore ſo much your own friends, as to 
take them into your cooleſt conſidera- 
tion. Examine what has been ſaid care- 
fully; and if you find it agreeable to 
ſcripture, as I truſt you will, be not led 
to reject or deſpiſe it. Let not your 
teachers hinder you from reading theſe 
papers impartially. Should they endea- 
vour to do it, you may remember that 
this is itſelf a ſign that they are in the 


wrong; that they dare not truſt you to 


examine and conſider the particulars ob- 
jected to them, but would be implicitly 


believed and regarded by you, Bur I 


hope you will refuſe to be thus led 
blindfold. At leaſt hear and judge both 


ſides. They ought to allow you this 


right and liberty. 
What has been offzred 8 to be 


well weighed; nor ſhould be fer aſide, 
before you are convinced it is wrong and 


unreaſonable. | 
B 5 If 
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If I have vindicated our Clergy, and 
compared them with yours, you muſt 
not take this amiſs. Theſe have by their 
boaſting and cenſures compelled me to 
do this; and it was impoſſible to unde- 
ceive you without doing it. For indeed 
my motive was not ſo much a regard to 
our regular miniſters, as to yourlelves 
my defign was not ſo much to do juſ- 
tice to them, but (God is my witneſs) to 
ſecure and promote your preſent and 
everlaſting welfare. 

I bear you record, that you have a zeal 
of Cod; but, my Brethren, it is not ac- 
cording to knowledge or judgment. Were 

your eyes once opened, would you once ' | ' 
without affection, or prejudice conſider 
the points wherein we diſagree, I ſhould 
hope, that you might approve the ſound- 
neſs of our doctrine 3 and acknowledge, 
that nothing really conducing to edifi- 
cation is neglected to be taught among 
us. Nor can I ſuppoſe, that you would 
ſtand out againſt conviction, or perſiſt 
an what you cannot vindicate, in what 
. you mult acknowledge to be erroneous 
and blameable. 1 

Let me remind you of the progreſs o 
Methodiſm ſince its firſt pen "Tile 
alone ſhould perſuade you to retreat in 

1006 
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time. How are your teachers altered 
from what they profeſſed at firſt? A pe- 
culiar tines and regularity ; a decent 
obſervance of the rules of our church, 

were what they then deſired to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by : And then many good men 
countenanced and approved of them. 

And had they continued to have acted fo, 
no ſerious perſon could have blamed 
them. They were then allowed our pul- 
pits and churches on any occaſion. Sp 
it Was not long that they = within 
theſe bounds. This ſpirit of modeſty, 
and” regard to order and decency, ſoon 
forſook them, Being admired and fol- 
lowed, they became vain and conceited. 

Hence they proceeded to open cenfures 
and contempt of their brethren. General 
charges againſt our Clergy were publiſh- 
ed, as if they neglected to teach true 
chtiſtianity. At laſt, theſe were obliged 
to, deny them the uſe of their pulpits, 
unleſs they would be content to have 
their people perplexed with intricate and 
dangerous doctrines. This opened their 
mouths ſtill wider; and made them more 
loud and furious in their accuſations and 
railings. They alſo made the moſt pre- 
ſumptuous and unwarrantable pretences 


to divine communicalions, and directions; 
| ſuch 
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ſuch as no common aſliſtances of God's 
Spirit, nor the ordinary call to the mi- 
niſtry, could juſtify, — However, they 
were not haſtily given up. Several 
things were written to reclaim them. 
Some of the higheſt and moſt conſi- 
derable of our Clergy pointed. out their 
errors with all poſſible meekneſs and 
temper, .W hat did all theſe produce? 
Saucy and petulant anſwers ; freſh bit- 
terneſs; more arrogant boaſting ; more 
uncharitable revilings. At laſt they 
broke out into ſtill worſe extravagancies. 
Our churches being by this time, and 
on theſe accounts, generally denied them, 
they ſeized a pulpit or two without leave: 
and at laſt, in defiance of the law, exer- 
ciſed their miniſtry in fields and com- 
mois, and other unlicenſed places. They 
likewiſe ſet aſide and altered“ the Li- 
turgy at their pleaſure, and made uſe of 


1 _ 
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* Particularly, in the adminiſtration of the 
Lord's Supper, wherein at the diſtribution of the 
Elements, the cuſtom of ſome of them is to pro- 
nounce only the words, The body of our Lord 

Feſus Chriſt, and The blood of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; leaving out the remainder, of what the 
Rubric of our Liturgy expreſsly preſcribes to be 


ſaid by the miniſter, when he de/ivereth to any 
one the bread and cup. : 


exlempore 
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extempore effuſions of their own. in the 
public worſhip of Gop: and in this they 
have perſiſted, in contradiction to their 
ſubſcription to The Book of Common Prayer 
at the time of theif ordination, whereb 
they engaged in the moſt folemn. man- 
ner to wſe the form in the ſaid book pre- 
« (cribed in the public Prayer, and ad- 
« miniſtration of the Sacraments, and 
« none other.” | | 
When they had preſumed to go theſe 
lengths, it is no wonder they ſhould 
take the liberty to condemn thoſe excel- 
lent writings, The Whole Duty of Man, 
and Archbiſhop T:llotjon's works; nor 
that they ſhould afterwards fall from one 
error to another, and divide among them- 
ſelves in points of the laſt moment, as in 
fact they have done. Some of them have 
ſince run about the country, teaching 
and exhorting, without any orders or au- 
rhotity, learning or judgment, diſtreſſing 
the minds of poor, ignorant, well. mean- 
ing people; throwing ſome into deſpair, 
others into preſumption, and many into 
madneſs. Some have hereby been ex 
poſed to all the perplexities of Calvini/m; 
others have been led away by the extra- 
vagant opinions of a ſet of people who 
call themſelves Moravian. 
. eee : 
This 
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This is a true, though a melancholy 
account. And can you look back on all 
this, and believe it proceeds from the 
Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth and 
order, of love and unity? Review all 
theſe conſequences; lay them ſeriouſly 
to heart: You muſt ſure allow it high 
time to ſtop and retreat. 

It is out of no perſonal diſlike or ill- 
will to any of theſe men, that I have thus 
laid open their proceedings. It is for 
your ſakes, my Brethren, to induce you 
to withdraw from them, before things 
grow more deplorable. I could wiſh 
they themſelves would conſider the dan- 
ger of their preſent ſentiments and me- 
| thod. I am ſure, they are greatly con- 
cerned to join with me in adviſing you 
to return to your duty, and indeed to 
ſet you a pattern and example. Bur ſup- 
poling that they ſhould obſtinately perſiſt 
in their errors and irregularities (which 
Gop forbid) yet this will be no excuſe 
for you to follow them any longer. 

You muſt not form an opinion of 
them from the great zeal they expreſs, 
or the great-pains they take, in going 
about the world, and preaching their 
doctrines. This, I doubt, has made 
many of you admire-and follow them. 
Whatever 


* A 
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Whatever be the true motives of this be- 
baviour, (for I will not accuſe them of 
any bad or ſiniſter ones) this is no juſt 
rule for your judgment, If their /peech 
be not ſound, and their practices regular, 
all their induſtry and Jabour will not juſti- 
fy your going after them; will not prove 
the truth of their pretences ; will only 
enable them to do the greater miſchief. 

Their doctrines Ihave already diſprov- 
ed. I will now conſider their practice. 
And, believe me, religion is beſt propa- 
gated in a regular way. It was not with- 
out very great reaſon, that pariſhes were 
founded, and men placed in ſeveral diſ- 


tricts. The appointment of miniſters to 


the care of their reſpeCtive bounds,” is as 
old as chriſtianity. Titus, you read, was 
left by St Paulin Crete; who was alſo to 
appoint elders, or prieſts under him, in 
every cily, to miniſter to the chriſtians 
therein. Timothy was ſet over Epheſus 
and others were fixed at other places. 
And though the Biſhops and Clergy of 
one place frequently received others to 
their communion, nay, gave them the 
right band of fellowſhip, as a teſtimony of 
their preaching the ſame goſpel; yet L 


do not remember any inſtance of a minif. 


ter, after the Apoſtles, who ever ſo pre- 
N tended 
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tended to any unlimited commiſſion'to 
preach throughout the world, as to break 
in upon the provinces entruſted to others, 
and to draw away their people after them, 
under pretence of neglect or inability in 
thoſe others, or on any other account. 
And I am perſuaded, that if any ſuch in- 
ſtance had then happened, he would have 
been oppoſed and withſtood by the regu- 
lar ſettled paſtors- of thoſe times, as a 
proud contentious man; and this univer- 
{al liberty would have been condemned, 
as making unlawful inroads on the origi- 
nal appointments; as being deſtructive of 
peace, regularity, and order in the church 
and tending to introduce the dreadful 
evils of contuſion and enthuſiaſm. — 
This then being the caſefrom the begin- 
ning, you are to conſider, that the pains” 
your preachers have taken in preaching 
up and down the world, without any par- 
ticular deſignation, (breaking in upon the 
provinces of others, and inveigling or le- 
ducing their flocks from them) ſhould be 
ſo far from recommending them to you, 


that it is in itſelf very blameable; and 


would have been eſteemed ſo in the firſt 
and pureſt ages of chriſtianity.— Think 
therefore whether you ought in the leaſt 
to countenance them; whether in doing 

Shi. 


e 
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this, you do not real diſhonour to reli- 
gion, and hurt the order and peace of 


the church, 


Let me caution you againſt one art of 
deluſion, which they have trequently 
practiſed ; I mean, the applying to you 
in all manner of tender, wheedling ex- 
preſſions. They write to you, and of 


| you, as the deareſt children of Gop, the 


precious Lambs of Chriſt. This is laying 
hold of your affections, inſtead of apply- 
ing to your reaſon, The end and deſign 
of it is, to Keep you biaſed and preju- 
diced toward them. Bur you ought to 
be upon your guard againſt all ſuch in- 
ſinuations; which are not only apt to 
prevent your making a juſt and proper 
enquiry, and judging impartially, but 
have a further ill tendency to puff up 


your minds, and to inſpire contempt of 


others, of whom they uſually ſpeak in a 
very different manner. Though flattery 
and fawning be too generally ſucceſsful, 
as being an application to the ſoft and 
weak parts of our nature; yet all wiſe 
men know, that it is much to be ſuſpected, 
as ſeldom coming without ſome ill deſign. 
cannot therefore, I dare not, uſe any 
ſuch appellations. And yet, if I know 
my own heart, I have no other end in 
writing 
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writing this Addreſs, but your good. Re- 


ceive it therefore as it is meant. In the 
preſent caſe, ſurely, the Clergy may be 
believed, when they ſay, they ſeek not 
 Jours, but you. We are very - ſenſible, 


that the generality of you are poor. Nor 


can we expect or deſire ſuch contributions 
from you as you have of late paid; to 
whom, or to what purpoſes,” we do not 
pretend to ſay ; but certainly on account 
of your being admitted to the meetings or 
aſſimblies of your preſent teachers. 
But this reminds: me of another piece 
of neceſſary and wholeſame advice, That 
ou would honeſtly and diligently attend 
to the buſineſs of your ſeveral ſtations and 
callings, and labour to provide for your- 
ſelves and families. While you do this, 
you are ſerving your Creator, as well as 
yourſelves and the public ; and if you 
neglect it, your good intentions will not 
be ſufficient to excuſe you. Your duty 
toGoD ought indeed to have the firſt and 
chief place in your thoughts and affec- 


tions; nor ſhould any buſineſs tempt you 


to neglect it. But there is no fort of ne- 
ceſſity or occaſion, that this ſhould ſer 
aſide a juſt and prudent application to 


our reſpective trades and callings. I am 


ſorry to ſay, there have been teveral in- 
ſtances 
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, ſtances of this known among you, Some 
have deſerted their buſineſs, and ſome 
their very country. How far this may 
. have been owing to the principles or the 
n inſtructions of their teachers, I cannot 
4 * ſay. lt is certain, that it has been a con- 
$ | ſequence of the prevailing of Methodiſm. 

0 And nothing can be a more deplorable 
l Injury to ſociety; than the taking the 
t poor off from their labours, or the indil- 
r ' potmgthem in any reſpect to go through 
| them. Let me therefore guard you againſt 


e fo pernicious an error, by perſuading you, 
it in whatever way or rank providence has 
d ? placed you, to mind your buſineſs, to be 
Gb. ; . induſtrious and hearty in the diſcharge of | 
— fit; and then contentedly and chear fully 
8, to wait for ſucceſs and bleſſing from Ar 
18 mighty Gop. | 
Ju From this article of buſineſs, I proceed | 
Ot to add a word or two concerning d:ver /zons 
* and pleaſures. And here, my Brethren, 
d 1 muſt commend you for avoiding and 
c- (5 abſtaining from all ſuch as are vain, 
Wu |} wicked, dangerous, hurtful, or impru- {| 
1 dent. You muſt not imagine that we g 
et contend for, or can allow any ſuch. But 
to || then, there are other diverſions, which 
m | are both innocent, and ſometimes pro- 
n- kx per: which contribute both t to the health 


of 
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of the body, and to the vigour of the 
mind, and which ſeem to be intended by 
Gop to enable us the better to return to 
the cares or fatigues of buſmeſs. Theſe 
ought not to be condemned: nor ſhould 
any wiſe or good man be cenſured for a 
moderate and ſeaſonable ule of them. — 
You have therefore been much mifled, 
when you have been taught to reject all 
ſuch, and to take no pleaſure in any 
thing but your duty. This, we own, 
gives a good chriſtian the higheſt and 
moſt unſpeakable joy. But as we are at 
preſent formed, it cannot be doubted, 
that a perpetual attention to buſineſs and 
duty, without ſome interruptions and 
relaxations, cannot be long ſupported : 
that our faculties will require ſome other 
Tefreſhment, or otherwiſe become weak 
and feeble, and unſit for their ſeveral of- 
faces. You need not therefore always, 
and indiſcriminately, refrain from all di- 
verſtons. There are ſeveral, which you 
need neither be aſhamed nor afraid to 
partake of ; which will eaſe the body, 
and unbend the mind; which will pre- 
vent your growing melancholy, inſpire 
chearfulneſs, conduce to your improve- 
ment, and make you capable of going 
through your buſineſs and duty with 
more 
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, more life and ſpirit. And all the caution 
which you need take in this reſpect, is, 
. not to engage ſo far in any diverſions, 
| as to let your thoughts and deſires be too 
e 
1 much fixed upon them ; not to ſuffer 
8 them to ſet aſide any thing neceſſary; not 
8 to ſpend too much time, or too much 


money, in the purſuit of them. A right 
1 choice being made, and theſe rules ob- 
| ſerved, they may do much good, but 
7 can do no harm. Religion being intend- 
+ ed to advance our comfort and happineſs, 
at needs not wear a melancholy garb, nor 
4 aſſume a forbidding, diſcouraging, un- 
d natural appearance. Nor ought any one 
ad do put you under more reſtraints than 
"I the law of God has done, either for a 
1 /ſhew or proof of your having more reli- 
bs gion than thoſe have, who do all they 
of can to walk in all the commanaments and 
4 ordinances of the golpel blameleſs. 

i I leave you to conſider this; and 

5 haps your minds may be o a 


893 from unneceſſary doubts and ſcruples.— 


However, if you ſhould be determined 
4 to avoid all diverſions whatever, remem- 
; ber, that this is matter of inclination and 
dire i 

5 choice, but not of duty: that you are 


never the wiſer or the better chriſtians 
1 for thus avoiding them; and that you 


cannot, 
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cannot, without great uncharitableneſs, 
accuſe or cenſure any other perſons, who 
continue innocently and prudently to 
partake of them. 

Having now conſidered the points I 
intended to lay before you; nothing re- 
maſns, but to conclude with a molt af- 
fectionate exhortation. Though I hope 


you are not quite alienated in your minds 


from us, yet you have been too long 
eſtranged from the generality of your fel- 
low chriſtians, and eſpecially prejudiced 


Ap againſt thoſe who are appointed to watch 


and rule over you; whoſe hearts deſire 
and prayer io God for you is, that you may 
be ſaved; and who beg to be remembered 
and con/idered by you, as they that are to 
give account unto the great ſhepherd and 
biſhop of your ſouls. Many of you have en- 
tirely left your pariſh-churches. Others, 
when they have repaired to them, have 
come too much predudiced to receive due 
benefit from the doctrine there delivered. 
Theſe prejudices have been artfully in- 
ſtilled into you. Some of you have been 
known to complain, that we are fed in 
our churches with nothing but huſks and 


chaff; and that the Jofrines of ſalvation 


thro? Chriſt Feſus are not taught therein. 
Your miſtakes and ignorance in theſe 


matters, 
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matters, I have endeavoured to remove 
and correct. The true notions concern- 
ing the chief particulars in diſpute have 
been laid before you. Judge but coolly 
and fairly, and you muſt be convinced, 
that nothing can be more falſe and inju- 
rious, than the charges and reflections 

which have been railed againſt us on this 


! occalion. 


Let me therefore call upon you, my 
Brethren, in the name of God, to return 
to the conſtant communion of the church, 
to diſcard thoſe errors by which ſo many 
have been perplexed : and to leave thoſe 


teachers, who have hitherto deluded you 


with vain pretences. Come, as molt of 
you did heretofore, to your pariſh- 
churches conſtantly and ſeriouſly, with 
humble, open, and unbiaſed minds ; and 
then you will be moſt effectually ſatisfied, 
that true chriſtianity is inculcated there- 
in, and that every article and duty of it 
are, by turns, vindicated, proved, ex- 
plained, and preſſed upon the conſcience, 
Nothing can be more becoming and com- 
mendable in you, than a concern for the 
one thing needful, your everlaſting ſalva- 
tion; and God forbid I ſhould go about 
to leſſen it. A true ſenſe of the guilt 


and danger of (in, as well as a right be- 
FORT lief 
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lief of God's love to Mankind in fend- 


ing his bleſſed Son to redeem us, are 


What you may hear among us almoſt 


continually inſiſted on: and we defire 
nothing more than to improve and con- 
firm you in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt : So 
*that you may grow in both, and bring 
forth the fruits of bo/h, in an holy and 
pious converſation, and a regular practice 
of your duty both to God and man; 
that you may finally eſcape the wrath to 
come, and receive the reward of honour, 
glory, and immortality. 

I once more affectionately beſeech, 
and from my heart intreat you to con- 
ſider very carefully what has been ſaid. 
And may the Lord give you a right judg- 
ment and «nder/tanding in all things ; and 
bring into the way of truth all ſuch as have 
erred, and are deceived. 

Believe me to be, though unknown, 
and reſolved to remain "a 


My BRETHREN, 
Your fincere and faithful Friend, 


and Servant in our Lord Jeſus, 


A. B. 


x 


